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CUT BANK INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
PART I: HONORING THE PAST, CELEBRATING THE
PRESENT, AND PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE

The Cut BankinternationalAirport has a
long and colorful history of mutual
cooperation between federal, tribal, city,
and county agencieSituated in northern
Montana and not far from the Canadian
border,t h e a i recentyr dorapteted
projects as well aspcomingplanned ones
are indicators oé bright future. A detailed
timelineof t he ai riplocatadds hi ¢
in Part Il: Early History of the Cut
Bank International Airport .

Sl e : OIL BOOM DAYS
Even before World Walt, the expansive flat area where the airport is currently located was
drawing attention from | ocal Abr avAftershorldl s o  wh
War | enced in 1918 the appetitedr a local airstrip grew as pilotgho served overses in the
warreturnedh o me t @hlinedh a When oil was discovereid the Kevin Field orth of

Cut Bank the nearbycommunitiesof Cut Bank, Shelby, Kevin and Sunbubpsigan to thrive.

With the local oil industry boomingDr. C.H. Minette a Cut Bank dentistalong with a
dedicatedyroup offollowersrealized a future need for private and commercial aviation fasiliti

Support for the airport cameot only fromthe Cut Bank
area but fromthe surroundingcounties as well Property
was purbased or leased from Blackfeeibal members
during this time (Eventually land for the entire airport
district would be purchased from tribal members and this
would later beome the Cut Bank Army Air Force Base
early in 1942.)

A lengthy campaign to win services for the regimganandin
1930, officials selected the current site and ltrel was leased §
as a private grass airfiel@©n June 1, 1941 Western Airlinesg
made its mauguralflight to the Cut Bank Airport.
According to local newsaper coverage, thousands of peopl
attended the ceremonies with representatives from surroundlng
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towns which had supported the airpodrriving in a fleet of automobiles. The Shelby kfang
Band even providethusicalentertainment for the crowd.

WORLD WAR I

Only a few months latesfterthe United States entered
World War I, the airfield was offered to thEnited
States government Local fol ks
suspected that arrangemt® had already been madefiig
during an earliervisit to Cut Bank by Secretary of War = ==
Henry L. Stinson in August of 1941. Cut Bank;
Gl asgow and Lewi st otmining b §
fields with East Basdocated on Gore Hill West of [k

Great Falls as the centisthtion. CutBank Montava__ e

>

The base was comatted during the imter of 194243 and the first toops arrived irMay of

1943 Two runways, one 8,400 feet in length, served tHerBrlying Fortresses with a maximum

of 12 being stationed at the base. Bomb squadronstaavigation, bombing techniques and

all other aspects of the versatile bomber before joining forces on the European theatre. Many of
the menwho trained at the base participated in the Normandy invasion. Training ceased late in
1943 when enough air ams had beemwualified and emphasis had moved to infantry training at
other areas.

Throughout the war, Western Airlines continued flights
through Cut Bank with connections to Canada and
points as far South as Los Angelek 1948 the air
base propertysome 1,800 acres, was retutn® Cut
Bank and Glacier County.

That same year a new administration building was
constructed to serve Western Airlinéghts into the
airport. The building still survives and is a beautiful
example of poswar construgton. Many recent
improvements have been made to preserve the structure
and improve energy efficiencyCommercial airservice providedfor over two decadedy
Western Airlines ended in the early 19600s.

From thsd hi®@u@d t hethearprt vy
experienced a period of doldrums. Many of the surviving
World War Il air base buildings and structures were torf
down with no regard to their historic value. Among the
was the wooden control tower &
attached to thenain hangar, most of
the barracks bldings andlater the
water tower wasazedand cut ugor scrap. The reinforced concréterden
bomlsight vault was buried after the heavy steel doors were removed and
taken to the local junk yard. The remaining buildings were left to
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deteriorate and feinto disrepair. Even airport improvement projects weseldom considered
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CHANGING ATTITUDES

However, in the midl 9 9,0tldesAirport Board saw a
change irmembershi@and a new progressive attitude began
to establish itself. The board workeuth the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA)and other entities to obtain
funding to improve the runwaysaprons, and tawiays.
Resurfacing and runway rebuilding resulted icré@ased
travel to the airport, andtlver projects provideddalitional
income

: SRS By 2003, a newfour-wheeldrive tractor withsnow removal
and pavememzleanlngattachmentshad been purchased and in 208&ew snow plow was on
site thatvastly improved winter runway maintenanaed reliability The new equipment was
much more efficient ath safer thanhedecades old vehicles that theyplaced.

RECENTLYCOMPLETEDPROJECTS

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Airport Improvements Project ( AlIP) 3-30-0020-04
consisted of taxiway rehabilitation, concrete apron repairs and terminalfeareag. The
existing asphalt pavements on Taxiway's D and E were milled off and used asasefor

new pavementsections. Six apron slabs (@bt x 15foot) were removed and replaced.
Terminal area fencing included both chhik (six-foot) and barbeavire (fourfoot) to separate

the airsideactivities from the public and to control vehicle access. Gates now allow vehicular
and pedestrianccess at designated locations.

AIP 3-30-002005 was a pavement maintenance project, which included runway andayaxi
crack and fog sealing, replacement of several concrete apron blocks, electric improvements to
thebeacon and signs, complete pavement remarking and updates to the ALP and Airport Zoning
andLand Use Ordinance.

AIP 3-30-002006 provided multi-use snowemoval equipmenf(SRE) package. It included a
105 PTO horsepower ddiirectional tractor with a Hbot by 36inch variablespeed hydraulic
sweeper, l2oot-wide dozer/snowpusher blade, angublic yard loaderlt also ®cured 95
percentmatching funds m the FAA to remodel the SRE storage building, including; steel
siding, insulation, sheetrock, breaker panel, new -eizad insulated garage doors, and steel
walkthrough doors.

AIP 3-30-002007 & -08 AIP-07 involved geotechnical
investigations, surveyg and design work for future major
pavement reconstructions. A 37,000 #GVW, 300 hp diesel
snow plow truck complete with power reversible snow plow
and dump box was also acquired to imprdwe snow removal
capabilities for this airportAlP-08 used the deggn work of
AIP-07 to reconstruct Runway-Z3 and construct a runway
turnaround. Also included was pavement maintenance,
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supplemental windcone installatioreplacement of the runways lighting system, upgrading of
the electrical regulatorand arevisionto the Airport Layout Plan.

WORLDWARIIAl RMENG6S MUSEUM
The beginning of the new millennium also

brought aunique partnership with the \Wld

War | | Ai rmenods Museum gr ou
already established the museum asadfor-

profit entity and thenn 2008, after three years

of hard work, the
entire airport area
was listed on the
National Register
of Historic Places.
It is now one of

[
the few historic airportlistricts foundon the Registenatiorwide. L,-STED T

NATIONAL
The small museum is located in the administmatiauilding with REGISTER

preservation and restoration projects in progress on the remainin o4
historic structures. The goal of the museommbershipis to g{;IILSX%Ré %
commemorate not only the troops thetined at the base during sy rue unitep stares
World War II, and those stationed at the §8Radar Base from ggﬂ‘}ﬁ&“ﬁgg
1954 to 1964, but all the local men and women who have served .
their country in the military services. T

MONTANA
works in liaison with W montanabistoricalso

the Glacier County | —
Historical Museum and ‘i

the Cut Bank AirporAuthority. Tours of the historic
district are available upon request.

Even though several years of efforts to bring

Nfessenti al air ser vedches o to
Airport Authority continuesto promotethe airport as
a Ahost | ocation. o

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE

In early 2009, RoyNollkamper a retired communications specialistas hiredas partime
managerto organize efforts to develop and promote the airpéte is working together with
Airport Manager Dave Ries on a variety of projecid/hile his emphasis i®bviously being
placed on visites arriving byair, focus is also beindirected towardyeneral develapent of the
1,800acre area imommercial residentiabnd recreationaspects.

The entire airport property has been organized into specific sections for various &b
developmentvarying from residential to large commerciahd longterm, low cost leases are
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now available Promotional broalires have been printed and arBbhute video addressing the
APast, Present and Futureodueed. t he Cut Bank Ai

The vintage WWII hangar has been given a fagdlifanks to over $90,000 in Community
Transportation Emdmcement Program (CTEP)
funding and plans are underway to develop par
of the interior of the hangar into a larger museu
space.

The arport typically boastssomeof the lowest
fuel prices on both 100LL and JAtin the area,
with self or attendant assisted service and sing
point fueling available. Free pilot sleeping room
and courteg vehicles are provided on a-Pbur
basis.As always, exceptional rates are availabl
for aircraft hangar storage, and rartip-down
parking is free.

U.S. Customs service for aircraft returning into the United States is available orhauwocalt
out notice. Aircraft entering Canada are requirednieck with Canadian Customs Services for
arrangements.

Even inthesedifficult economic times, the future looks encouraging for the Cut Bank Airpglort
900-foot extensionand existing pavement rehabilitatido Runway 13/31 is proposed for
completionin 2011 and plans have been mafde the addition of up to six ne®0-foot x 80-
foot hangars. Thelimate controlledhangars will be large enougi®o promote storage of
corporate jet aircraft.

An updateof the current tilities infrastructure isunderwaywith emphasis omupgrads to the
watersupply system. Thisnhancement will baccomplishedhrough the combined efforts of

the Airport Board, the City of Cut Bank and Glacier County, and will encourage small and large
industrial businesses to locate b property.

Thanks to efforts over the past decade, Cut Bank International Airport has maderggeess
preparing forthe future. From year to
year, many pilots return to Cut Bank
airport enroute to their destinations
because the airport hadevdoped the
reputation of being a convenient,
efficient and hospitable stop for over
5,800 airport operations annually

The Airport Authority will continue to
maintain and enhanc¢his reputation
making the airport and thegreater
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Gl acier CoenPlyaaee@at dThi sit or | ocate.
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PART IlI: BRIEFEARLY HSTORY OFTHE CUT BANK
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Long before Western Airlines was considering Cut Bank for a destination stop, and long before
the War Department decided the airport should be a training loerse aviators and aviation
supporters kne the wide, flat expanses jusbughwest of Cut Bank would make a perfect
landing field.

Local pilots, some of which had served irokd War |, set to work to attract commercial service

tothe areaasearlya8? 9 . That year, the State of Montan
regulate flying and standardize aviation procedures within the state. Dr. C. H. Minette, a local

Cut Bank dentist, was on that committee. Dr. Minette had servedifdWar I, and would be
instrumental in obtaining air service tlee community ofCut Bank. His efforts and suppat

aviation would continue well into the 196 s .

By 1930,land outside of Cut Bankad been
leasedby local private aviatom i p OO0 Ne all
This progerty would eventuallypecome part

of the Cut Bank Airport.

Those early aviators were looking for more
than just a nice grassy local airstrip. As
early as 1932, interest was giog in
providing an internationallifht connection
between Great Falls, Canada aAthska.
Western Airlines had been operating a
franchise intonearby Browning, but only
utilized it in the smmer months. The strip was not paved and had no control tower or
communications capabilities. Harsh weather and lack of passengers madasiolmfer year
around service and tligrowningsite never developed into an airport

In 1936, the State of Montana passed legislation to allow cities and counties to share ownership
of airports. The Cut Bank International Airport is under joint ownerblithe City of Cut Bank
and Glacier County to this day.

In 1938, theCivil Aeronautics Authority(CAA) Act went into effectBoth Western and Inland
Airlines had been trying to convince the CAA to allow international flights to begin. On
February 29 194Q the bids were once again denied.

Early in 1940, President Franklin Roosevelt split the CAA to create the Civil Aeronautics Board
(CAB). Several cities brought pressure on th&cted officials taeconsider the proposal. Their
next bid would cone before the newlgreated CAB. Cut Bank and Shelby were botlery
interested in having a commercial airport, and the two towns agreed to ogather to help
convince the CABRhat one or the other location would Eeasible. If and when the CABas
convinced, both towns would do their best to separately bid for the locafitus.was a tw-step
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